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computer museum

sales, service, software solution...

01713 272 038, 0521-66213
computermuseum2u @gmall.com

1st floor, rojonigandha hotel, jahaj co. more, rangpur-5400
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Bridge College
In Sweden
only 6.5 lakh Taka

MBBS in China
Cheaper than Private Medical

BBA MBA
ACCA
Hotel Management

In USA UK

Work Permit
& Study in

Malaysia

Refido sive @R 35

01977524088

IELTS
SPOKEN

The following books are available for selling.....

BBA PU wnutmomtomion
M BA Admisslon Gulde for IBA

Published By MENTQEQ |

RABS ADROIT
Fundamentals of Business

EE w6l Py
Published By Para gon
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Senpara, Rangpur. Call: 01717524088
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Tel: 66888
Mob: 01724 8260 15

DHAKA FAST FOODS

w Always Fresh,

¥ Here is a wonderful surprise for you.
# Good Taste Never felt so good.

% Your kind visit is apreciated.

DHAP, JAIL ROAD, RANGPUR.

01715-949952
01714-230343

Earth Computers Ltd.

1 stop IT Solution

1st Floor, Nur Super Market
Zahaj Company More

Rangpur. Phone: 0521-61398
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T Shazia smiled half to herself and the rest to her
memory as if paying tribute to it. Her smile was like
The Labyrinth the freshly plucked flowers blooming and smelling. ‘So
at length... he managed to ponder over my advice, 'she
Shahnaz Yasmeen ;. o o relief. She must have gone through the
letter for the sixth time since its arrival, two days
earlier. Stretching her neck out of the window she took
a deep breath, "Tt's so refreshing reading letters with wonderful messages” she mused
on, humming a tune somewhere from her adolescent age, a song of Lata Mangeshkar,
her preferred. How could she recall this tune? Surprising! Apparently, she questioned to
herself, hardly recollecting the lyrics of the song. While piling the files one on the top
of the other she didn't forget to look at the heads of them, She had to set off for the
business meeting within an hour and prior to that she had to restructure her files and
give the final touches to the presentation. She has been an Executive Director in an
international firm for the last fifteen years. Her sincerity, efficiency and arduousness
never made her look back since her joining and she kept on ascending the winding
stairs steadily and efficiently.
For the time being, she was preoccupied with the thonghts of her African friend
Lawrence from South Africa, a shy, reticent and particularly grave person in his laie
thirties. He happened to be her classmate in London during her study at London
School of Business and Management He scarcely spoke to anybody, but a few seminar
presentations with Sazia made him nonrestrictive with her and they spend most of their
time in discussion and preparation of their presentations; never having time for fun.
They conversed, arpued, jotted down notes for hours together, and bending over heaps
of books, notes, slides, and transparencies, with sips of tea in between.
Shazia could still call to mind, cnly once in the midst of their discussion he impulsively
uttered, "You Bangladeshis are gentle like the petals of flowers and generous as soil”.
Somewhat snrprised at the utterance she looked at him in amazement, “"What makes
you think s0"? "You" a brief reply and then again he picked up the book. His
epigrammatic reply gladdened her with the understanding that at least he could come
out of his cocoon. Time kept on flying gracefully for the timekeepers and awkwardly
for the slugpards. They were too engrossed in their work, running to the Institute,
rushing to the library, returning to the halls with heaps of books and spending the
evenings and nights in the computer rooms. Not much, time to say anything to anybody,
except, exchanging passing hellos and mechanical smiles. In addition, at times, bouts of
depression and inertia overpowered all other feelings. It must be around this time when
the whispers and undertones from one ear to another pulsated the Halls of residence
that Lawrence had fallen for Allen. 'How come? How did it happen'? Everybody's lip
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was vibrating with the same guery. it was most normal and natursl for anybody but
Lawrence...sounded somewhat bizarre and incredible. Oscar their classmate and vital
informer revealed the secret.

The seemingly impossible actually occurred when a group of foreign students was
selected for a visit to Stratford on Avon and Lawrence and Allen being a part of it. All
the students had to stay in youth's hostel and had to cook and share the food and
Lawrence and Allen being the only Africans decided to cook together and then. ..

Ladies occupied the first floor in the Halls of Residence. Allen's room was next to
Shazia's, and Lawrence stayed in a different hall. One late night, around two in the
morning and as usual Shazia getting ready to call home as it was eight in the morning
by Bangladeshi time heard someone tiptoeing nearbyy her door and instantly she knew it
was her Sri lankan friend Rhoda who always came with her downstairs to the telephone
room at that hour of the morning for giving her companionship. Unlocking the door
Shazia looked out and to her surprise and disbelief discovered Lawrence at Allen's door.
So 'there's no smoke without fire', she thought, quietly closing the deor And then it
became a regular phenomenon and every night she heard footsteps coming close to her
door and then complete silence and after a few days everything went virtnally
unnoticed just like a passing winter breeze.

A tremendous passion for cooking often drove Shazia to the pantry and for a change of
taste; she time and again experimented on her wonderful recipes. And many a times,
found Lawrence busy cooking in the pantry. Sometimes she would ask him casoally
about his cooking. He always seemed slightly embarrassed and often with a shy smile
replied her. One evening she fonnd him making chicken soup. With a twinkle in her eye
she inquired"For Allen possibly". "Yes” Very briefly he said and left the pantry as soon
as he could. Shazia secretly decided that Lawrence was probably skilled at making
soups. Almost every other day he was seen in and around the pantry, though he made it
definite not to enter the pantry while somebody was around. Another day she caught
him frying something. “Oh Lawrence it smells delicious” she craned her neck to see
what was in the frying pan. He looked up from the pan and with preatest sincerity
asked, "Would you like to have some. It's our dish we make out of meat". "No! No!
Thanks a lot I just finished my lunch”. She waved her hand. She filled her pot with
water and after placing it on the stove turned towards him "Lawrence, may I ask you
something". "Yes" he turned to her questioningly. "Please do, I like you. I don't mind".
Shazia looked at him and said seriously, "Actually T was wondering that cooking
consumes a lot of your time and at this moment when all of us are so wrapped op with
dissertation writing don't you think you are spending too much of your time in the
pantry"? "Actually Shazia, Allen is very fond of the food I make and begides that she is
too committed to her studies and therefore I cook for her”, "And you?" She asked with
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all her earnestness. "Aren't we all supposed to be committed too? Would it be fair if you
are left behind?" she inguired with a concern in her eyes. As usual, Lawrence’s reply
was a single nod and he gently said, "Yes you're right" and went out.

‘Whether things were rough or smooth in between them, Shazia never had any interest
in it. Deadly committed to studies, she remained preoccupied with her dissertation for
days. Mild summer bright days to dark mornings, dismal evenings, rainy days,
shivering cold, snow, and hailstorms kept them so much in a world of their own and
work that they did not had time for whispers and imdertones. They even stopped
thinking about combing their hair or choosing dresses or making a delicious treat for
themselves, despite being tired of the rontine food from the hall's kitchen, Only their
cars enthusiastically awaited the panting voice of prompt Margaret, their typist, who
used to come every afternoon with the typed out sheets of their dissertations. The
moment her voice resounded through the corridor all of them rushed out of their rooms
like the rats of the town of Hamilton and Margaret's distribution of the sheets of paper
was worth seeing, Time nearly stood still as the ship of Ancient mariner’s, in the middle
of the frozen sea.

Finally, with the submission of the dirsertations everyone felt relieved. Thoughis stored
away for the time being were revived in sparkling brightmess and shining pearls of
stories started rolling from one hall to another. Once the intensity of anxiety lessened,
everyone started gossiping about the shortly forgotten single couple in the class.

They hardly had anything to do before the convocation, so Shazia decided to spend a
few days with her aunt in Edinburgh. Her aunt lived in the suburbs of Edinburgh and
she was sure that she would love to have her in her house. Her cousins were also greatly
delighted to find her among them. Shazia had a lovely time with them. Her consins tock
her to Scoit's monument and she all on a sudden fascinated with the idea of viewing the
whole city at a glance, impulsively paid a dollar to ascend that 200 feet high
monument, Her cousin didn't approve of her idea and therefore decided to stay in the
garden below. There were 287 steps to climb but when she was halfway, she nearly died
of exhaustion but thanks God she had an apple and some crunchy potato chips in her
bag to gulp happily down her throat. Nevertheless, it was worth climbing. She viewed
the whole city from there. Everything looked fantastic from that altitude. The
undulating roads, snow capped mountains far in the distance looked luminous. The
Edinburgh castle, Princes Street, Queen's streets and many other streets laid all spread
in front of her in all their varied colours, shapes and hubbub and all of a sudden, she felt
like Juno sitting on the top of Olympus keeping an eye on the mankind. Moreover, that
feeling of power imbued her with enough energy to climb down which was no less
another bone cracking experience.
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The next few days she spent visiting Edintarrgh Castle, Abbottsford House, Holyreod
Palace, Edinburgh Zoo, Scott's view and many other places of scenic and historical
importance. She hardly remembered the agonies of the result and as a carefree bird
twirled and whirled around the city enjoying extensively.

Time ticked by reminding her to return and on coming back found nearly everyone in
the halls of residence busy packing his or her luggage. The only people who were
oblivious of everything were Lawrence and Allen. Nearly all the time they were
together clinging to each other as if they wouldn't allow the time to flee away from
them; desperately trying to bring the pusty time to a standstill. Shazia also had to do her
packing and almost every other day went window-shopping, picking gifts for every one.
This was a tough task, she had never been very good at it, and so it kept her so busy that
she barely remembered anything. She spent her mornings in shopping and evenings, in
sightseeing and never had time to see the Buckingham Palace or London museum. That
day she decided to give herself a treat of a visit. Walking through the Street towards
James Park, she saw a couple hanging to each other. She was glad to see them and so
she reached them in a leap "Hi Lawrence, Hi Allen". Lawrence as usual politely
extended his hand, "Hi Shazia it seems ages since I last saw you. Where are you these
days"? "Drinking life to the lees”. "Alone" Lawrence asked. "Oh yes, I'm not as lucky
ag you", she said with a twinkle in her eyes. Sensing Allen's discomfiture she took a
quick departure from them and pulling the flaps of her coat trudged briskly towards the
Buckingham Palace as if expecting the queen on the gates for her reception,

Days flew away smartly and finally the day arrived when the degrees were to be
awarded through the convocation at the Westminster Hall. The grandeur of the Hall
seemed to demean everybody in it, even the symphony. The elegance, grace and
dignity of the whole ceremony nearly took her breath away. Feeling elated at her turn
she received her award from the chancellor and in a flash the memory of all her family
members and their sacrifice especially of her little daughter Sonia, sparked in her and
her eyes got wet.

Convocation and their farewell parties seemed to pull everything to a sudden halt,
Mixed feelings nearly got over everybody, the pleasure to be home with their near and
dear ones and to say goodbye to so many lovely friends was really depressing. The
moment of tearful farewells, good-byes and embraces arrived and since they were not
parting together, the pain was excruciating. Time came when Allen was departing along
with some other African friends. All of them were setting off for their respective
countries at their own time in their own flights. Lawrence stood motionlessly in one of
the corners of the hall. His dark pale face evcked pain and his agony was discernible.
Allen was comparatively better. Slowly getting close to Lawrence and putting her hand
on hig shoulder Shazia asked him in a whisper,” Aren't you going to the air port to see
Allen off?" Trying to smile through his tears he just nodded.
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Allen left, leaving Lawrence distressed and lonely as an owl at daytime, sequestering
itself to a remote comer scarcely frequented. Few days were left for the depariure of the
rest of the students. No work and very negligible number of friends and in some cases
the intimate ones gone, naturally silence used to brood over the halls. It echoed with the
few steps of those who moved around like ghosts. The whole place locked like a zone
evacuated by the enemies and an alarming scare seemed saturated in the entire
atmosphere and everycne was in one or the other hide outs to save oneself from the
enemy raid. Most of the students usually spent their mornings shopping and making
arrangements to send their goods home, and evenings, going round making the best use
of their last days in London, exploiting their bus and tubes cards and concession tickets
at varions places.

Shazia was also busy like honeybees. Her closest friend in the halls Seema had also 1eft
and she didn’t want to dispirit herself, therefore those days she gave herself nice treats,
sometimes going out for Kentucky chicken and sometimes with pizza at the pizza hut.
Often her evenings were spent in cooking for herself. One day while she was busy
making Lentil soup, she heard Lawrence talking to someone. She called after him. He
turned around and said "Hi Shazia, how's life"? "As usual, but a bit lonely. Very few of
us are left at the last leg of our journey." "Yes, you're right. London has lost its charm"
he spoke gently as he always used to. Shazia seemingly too engrossed in her work
asked him, "Heard from Allen?" The mention of the name itself seemed to darken his
face. “No, not yet" he said. * May be she is busy, after all a year is quite a long time,"
Shazia said as if trying to console the shattered soul standing beside her "It's over, I
don't think she even remembers me at all”, Lawrence said in an agonized voice. "What!
‘What do yon mean to say,” Shazia tumed round facing him. "What could she do, after
all she comes of a different country.,” He immediately became defensive, "So...7"
Shazia kept looking at him guestioningly. Lawrence looked at her straight and said,
"What do you think you would have done if you were in her place.” "Me" being totally
taken off guard Shazia stared back at him comprehending that he still expected a reply,
she said with all her honesty’ Then I'd have gone with you." "It's easy to say that
Shazia, but in real life how can you do so. You are from Asia and I'm from Africa, how
can you do so. After all you have commitments, job, and family, all in your country. It
is sheer imposgible," Lawrence said in a breath with all the disbelief in his eyes.
"Lawrence whatever you said is right but if I'd have loved you, if not now, not today,
but of course tomorrow T'd have joined you. Though you are right, it is very difficult,
yet not umattainable. And you speak of commitments, what about your relation with
Allen, isn't it a commitment too," Sazia said with all the rage in her eyes but confidence
in voice, "Didn’t yon love each other, or was it sheer spending time? She continmed.
"No, Shazia, don't say so it really hurts me I had been terribly attached to her. You can't
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even imagine how I'm passing my days and nights." Anybody could have seen the pang
in his voice and agony in his eyes. "So go to Kenya and ask her to join you in your
couniry and if you find a geod job in her couniry then why not stay there,” Allon a
sudden a light seem to flicker in his eyes and he utiered in a voice as if trying to
swallow the tears. "Thank you Sazia it is 50 sweet of you, I think I would do so,
"Lawrence said with a determination in his voice. "Lawrence, have a litile soup, lets
cheer up your promise and your love for Allen," She offered him a bowl of soup.
Lawrence took the bowl and sat in the pantry chair to finish it off. Shazia all on a
sudden felt extreme compassion for this batiered person.

That evening Lawrence stayed for the simple dinner she was preparing and they talked
a lot about their personal lives, for which they never had time earlier.

Lawrence was a divorcee. His wife left him with a son for somebody else just two years
after their marriage and after that, losing all interest and faith in women he never
thought of getting married again and shared his life with his only son Morris. He
couldn't even trust any woman to befriend with and now after all these years when his
son was ten years old he was canght into the mesh of love. "Poor Lawrence," thought
Shazia. In fact it was a kind of a new window that was opened to her because she could
never think of an African with such an Asian trait in him. 'How much mistaken I was
about these people,” she thought, "after all how many Asians do we find like him?"
Shazia argned with herself,

The last days in London were too hectic to ponder over other issues. On the day of her
departure, Lawrence was there at the airport looking gloomy and distressed and while
shaking hands with him she conveyed her earnest good luck. Lawrence smiled and said,
"T1l let you know..."

Shazia remembered everything in a flash of a moment, After ten months of her return to
her country, getting too busy with her family and work she could hardly remember
anything and then came this least anticipated letier in her hands. Lawrence had stated
that after a lot of thinking, he had decided to go to Kenya and propose Allen to marry
him or come with him to Ivory Coast or he might stay back. Shazia was very glad for
him but at the same time she also conceived that it must have been very difficult for
Lawrence to take the decision. But after all, all is well that ends well. So finally love
was again charging the poor love torn.

High profile business meetings and commitments kept Shazia dreadfully engaged for
nearly a fortnight and despite her utmost effort she couldn't scribble down few lines to
Lawrence. All the while in the midst of her presentations she prayed silently for the
couple that was about to tie knots and imagined herself to be the part of the whole
ceremony showering huge baskets of flower petals on them.,
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Only a2 month later she could write Lawrence back with all her best wishes. 8ix months
slowly passed by. Shazia expected a reply but no, there was nothing. Usnally personal
preferences become issues of dire importance and sometimes people getting mixed up
with those, often put away many things behind them, Similarly Shazia in her good faith
believed that Lawrence and Allen were after everything Jiving happily ever after'.
Usually all the comic stories have similar ends.

Shazia in her high profile job had to remain so delegated that despite all her wish could
barely maintain any social life. It had been now two years since she had returned from
UK and the pressure of the job was at its increase too. Emails have achieved
prominence to ordinary mails these days and therefore these mails remained piled up
for days together.

On that day Shazia had been entirely preoccupied with meetings and in the afternoon
found a big pile of mails on the tray. Being awfully worn out she decided to put the task
off for the next day and so before departing from the office she picked up the letters to
put them in the drawer when the postmark of Ivery Coast canght her attenticn. In an
instant Lawrence peeped through her inward eye. All her exhaustion disappeared. She
abruptly opened the letter with all her zeal and unfolded it. But to her utter surprise she
saw it was from somebody else, Farhan her nephew. With heaps of surprise she was
informed that he was deputed to Ivory Coast as one of the members of the United
Nations Forces. She knew that Bangladeshi troops were on move to varions troubled
zones in the world as UN forces. Some were heading for Somalia, some for Congo,
Sierra Leone, Ethiopia, Knwait and Ivory Coast too.

Farhan's letter was in fact a note of regret for not being able to meet her before
departure. Shazia was so overwhelmed at Farhan's letter that she felt energized and
immediately pulled her chair to scribble down few lines to him. She could envisage
Farhsm the eldest son of her sister, only a few years back recruited in the army and now
far away in the war stricken Africa. Her eyes got wet. "May God take care of him," she
prayed silently and in a fraction of a second she also remembered Lawrence. She
mentioned him to Farhan and sincerely expected him to be a solace to him in a foreign
land.

That was a tedious day of work and Shazia had to spend hours at a conference. Last
night she had a row with her husband because of her commitments and it had left her
too exhausted and miserable. The nature of her job used to keep her so delegated that
time and again she failed to do justice to her home. When finally she reached her office,
her mind and soul begged for some rest, Before saying goed-bye o office she thought
of checking her mail. "Oh, God, so many,” she thought to herself and threw a cursory
glance at the mails. Most of them were official except a few. She looked at her watch,
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"Oh no, it's too late 1 would better deal with them tomorrow,” she decided. She was
about to sign out when Farhan's mail caught his sight. "At least I should read his one,"
she decided.

Farhan's mail had a reflection of gloom and depression in it. He wasn't happy being
there; rather the war in the country has ingenuously demoralized him. Shell, mortar,
bloodshed, the agonies of death, hunger, and all the accompaniments of war had
distreszed him to such an exient that she could visualize him weeping bloody tears.
Though there were few Bangladeshi officers with him yet he was simply despondent.

Despite strict orders he could successfully made contact with Lawrence. As they were
not permitted to visit any locals there, therefore he requested him to meet him.
Lawrence, a nonchalant person was slightly scared at the unusual call for but when he
met Farhan at the barrack and came to know the cause he was very pleased and offered
him all his hospitality, which unfortunately he was unable to accept. Farhan had found
Lawrence to be a nice, simple but lovely person, quite a depressed sort. He frankly told
Farhan that he was not in a state of mind to write anybody at the moment. But he had
requesied him to convey his regards to his annt and had taken her phone number and
would give her a call at an opportune moment, Farhan's letter couldn’t give her the vigor
that she expected.

Just after a week, there was his call. Being worn out after a whole day's busy schedule
and intrigued by a fresh cascade of rude remarks from her husband on the same issue of
the deprivation of the family, she was lying low in her bed. Picking up the receiver in
quite a hollow tone she said "hello’ but on the other side was a grave, sad but melodicus
voice of Lawrence. If Farhan wouldn't have mentioned probably she could never have
been able o identify his voice. Out of excitement she almost screamed. For sometime
they talked about each other, Shazia anticipating every moment to hear about Allen but
when he didn't mention her she asked and in reply he said in an extremely sad voice’
Shazia this world is a maze and at any time you can be caught in it, forever to get stuck
in its meshes. And people like Allen are to some extent responsible for it. Can you
guess, ... she had always been happily married with two lovely children and so where
do 1 exist in her Life?" "Oh God, inconceivable," Shazia whispered to herself and
slumped into her chair.

Writer: Associate Professor, Dept. of English, Rajshahi University
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